RELIGIOUS COURTSHIP.
PART II.
WE have seen the happy conduct of the youngest of the three daughters of the gentleman, whose family this book began with, and the comfortable success of it: the second daughter, from the beginning, acted upon other principles, or rather, indeed, upon no principles at all; yet her history may, perhaps, be no less fruitful of instruction than the other, though something more tragical, as to her own part of it.
She declared to her sister, as appears in the beginning of her story, that she would not trouble herself, when it came to her turn, what religion the gentleman was of, or whether he had any religion or no, if she had but a good settlement; and now we shall see her be as good as her word.
Her father, whose character I have sufficiently spoken to already, having had, for many years, a considerable trade into Italy, where he once lived, there came an English gentleman to visit him, who had been formerly contemporary with him, and had long been his correspondent and factor there, viz., at Leghorn; and who, being grown very rich, was come to England, resolving to settle here. There were some accounts, it seems, depending between them, which they had appointed a day to settle and balance, in order to exchange releases; which